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What: ALIENS, IMMIGRANTS & OTHER EVILDOERS 

Sci-fi Latino Noir Solo by José Torres-Tama 

One-Man & Nine Characters  

 

Where: 2020 International Tour to Mexico City, Atlanta, Washington, 

DC, University of Virginia, Southeastern Louisiana University,              

& Toronto RUTAS International Multi-Arts Festival  

 
it (ALIENS) is a revelation of historical fact, and an accounting of the current political 

situation, all delivered with highly entertaining vigor. José Torres-Tama is performance 

artist of the highest caliber.                                                    --Theater News LA 

 

The performance is timely, intelligent, heart-wrenching, thought-provoking, and quite 

funny. In Aliens, audiences are able to see a performance artist at the top of his 

game. Aliens is a necessary theatre that sparks conversations about the hardships faced 

by the undocumented community and asks audiences to consider what we might do to 

address these inadequacies.                                                               -- The Theatre Times  

 
Torres-Tama treads that dangerously vague turf of performance art gracefully...  with 

dexterity and daring.                      ---The Village Voice (New York) 

 

ALIENS, IMMIGRANTS & OTHER EVILDOERS is José Torres-Tama’s critically 

acclaimed performance solo, and his national 2019 tour was received with standing 

ovations and sold-out theater houses in Houston, New Orleans, and Los Angeles.  

 

Visually dynamic, politically provocative, personally moving, and hilariously 

absurd, Torres-Tama takes the Immigration Crisis head-on and challenges the anti-

immigrant hysteria griping the United States of Amnesia. 

 

Northwestern University Press has published the full ALIENS one-may play 

performance script in the anthology titled Encuentro: Latinx Performances for the New 

American Theater. Dr. Tiffany Lopez, renowned Chicana Scholar, has made the intro to 

his work that explores the trauma of the immigrant experience. 

http://www.nupress.northwestern.edu/content/encuentro 

 

Torres-Tama is an Ecuadorian-born immigrant, and performs his timely and provocative 

solo that brings immigrant stories to the stage. He tackles the atrocities at the border with 

children dying in Detention Centers that mirror concentration camps.  

 

Among many accolades, José Torres-Tama has received a prestigious MAPFUND award 

to develop his Taco Truck Theater / Teatro Sin Fronteras project, and he is also a 
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recipient of a Regional Artist Project award from the NEA. He is a published poet and 

playwright, and his hybrid-genre performances are forged at the barrio corner where 

performance intersects with social consciousness.  

 

ALIENS, IMMIGRANTS & OTHER EVILDOERS exposes the hypocrisies of the 

United States of Amnesia, which seduces its citizenry to embrace forgetting that it 

politically dehumanizes the same people whose labor it readily exploits. 

 

ALIENS is a genre-bending sci-fi Latino noir solo performance, and it satirizes the 

absurd status of immigrants as “extraterrestrials.” Torres-Tama deftly shape-shifts into a 

variety of complex “alien” characters from the Latin Diaspora, and he challenges a 

“freedom-loving” nation that has migrated deep into the “Dark Side” where immigrants 

have become “enemies of the state.”  

 

It includes a Honduran reconstruction worker whose hand is crushed while 

rebuilding New Orleans; a Mexican Methodist Minister who implores us to see the 

Christ figure in the persecuted immigrant; a Nicaraguan woman who retells her 

dramatic border-crossing story when she was a child to escape the 80s civil war and 

reunite with her father; and a hilarious Chicano-accented Pachuco character with a 

message to gringos who love guacamole that “you can’t consume our foods and 

demonize the cooks!” 

 

Inspired by filmed interviews with immigrants who have shared their epic border-

crossing stories with me, I offer a human face and heart of my people escaping 

persecution in search of a dream in the beacon of democracy, states the artist. 

 

Speaking truth to perverse power, his comic battle cry is  

NO GUACAMOLE for Immigrant Haters! 

T-shirts with this slogan will be sold at the ALIENS performances and tour,  

and are available for purchase directly form his web site at: 

http://torrestama.com/guac.html 

 

ALIENS, IMMIGRANTS & OTHER EVILDOERS is a National Performance 

Network Creation Fund Project co-commissioned by MECA (Houston) in partnership 

with GALA Hispanic Theatre (D.C.), and the Ashé Cultural Arts Center (New 

Orleans) and the NPN. http://torrestama.com/shows.html 

 

2020 ALIENS Tour: 

Mexico City ALIENS performance March 7 for Poetry Festival & Publication Release    

Atlanta ArtsXchange presents two performances March 13-14  

GALA Hispanic Theatre ALIENS Performance for Community Activism March 22 
University of Virginia ALIENS Performances April 3-4 

Southeastern Louisiana University Performance October 3    

Toronto, Canada Aluna Theatre RUTAS International Festival Performances Oct 8-11 

 

 

http://torrestama.com/guac.html
http://torrestama.com/shows.html
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Artist Biography: 

 

José Torres-Tama has just received a 2019 Creation Fund Award from the National 

Performance Network to develop a new performance called United States of Amnesia: 

from Fugitive Slave Act to Zero Tolerance. 

 

This Taco Truck Kills Fascists is the documentary on his Taco Truck Theater ensemble 

performance, and it won Best Louisiana Feature at the 2018 New Orleans Film Festival. 

Rodrigo Dorfman, the award-winning Chilean filmmaker, directed it, and the film has 

toured the national circuit with screenings at the San Francisco Independent Film Fest, 

Seattle Latino Film Festival, IndyGrits Film Fest, and others.  

 

http://torrestama.com/taco-truck-film.html 

 

As a journalist and writer, he contributed commentaries to NPR’s Latino USA news 

journal from 2006 to 2011. He explored the many challenges of life in post-Katrina New 

Orleans, and the myriad human rights violations experienced by Latin American 

immigrants who reconstructed the city from it’s flooded deathbed.  

 

As a published poet and playwright, theater educator, visual artist, and performance 

activist, he explores the underbelly of the “North American Dream” mythology, and the 

anti-immigrant hysteria currently gripping the USA post-9/11. Since 1995, he has toured 

his genre-bending solos nationally and internationally. Across the Atlantic, he has 

performed at Roehampton University and Live Art Development in London, the Bluecoat 

Arts Centre in Liverpool, the Centre for Performance Research in Aberystwyth, Wales, 

and performance festivals in Poland, Slovenia, and Mexico City.  

 

In the academy, Duke, Vanderbilt, Cornell, Tulane, LSU, OSU, and many others have 

presented his performances and lectures on art as a tool for social change. Theaters like 

Performance Space 122 and Theater for the New City in New York, GALA Hispanic 

Theatre in DC, and the Los Angeles Theatre Center have also presented his shows.   

 

In 2013, he received a 2nd National Performance Network (NPN) Creation Fund Award 

to develop the Taco Truck Theater / Teatro Sin Fronteras, and has since transformed a 

donated vehicle into a mobile theater that is touring across the country.  

 

http://torrestama.com/taco-truck-theater.html 

 

ALIENS, IMMIGRANTS & OTHER EVILDOERS received a 2010 National 

Performance Network Creation Fund and chronicles the current hate crimes against Latin 

American immigrants in “the land of the free.”  

 

Diálogos Books New Orleans has published Immigrant Dreams & Alien Nightmares, a 

debut collection of twenty-five years of bilingual verse that has informed eleven different 

solo performance solos. http://torrestama.com/books.html 

http://torrestama.com/taco-truck-film.html
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